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Contemporary Urbanisation 

Social Movements and Urban Protest 

Cultural and Historical Geography of Cities 
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The ôUrban Ageõ 



ñIôll begin with the following hypothesis: Society has been completely 

urbanised. This hypothesis implies a definition: An urban society is a 

society that results from a process of complete urbanisation. This 

urbanisation is virtual today, but will become real in the future.ò 

 

   - Henri Lefebvre, The Urban Revolution (1970: 1)  
 



óThe Urban Explosionô 

 

ñThe universalization of urbanism is a new 

fact. Before the year 2000, for the first time 

in the history of humanity, the world will 

have more town dwellers than country 

dwellers . . . This demographic and urban 

evolution is taking place in the context of an 

economic crisis and the imbalance in 

population distribution will be accompanied 

by an increasing gap in the distribution of 

wealthò (UN report, 1984) 

 

 



 

ñSometimes it takes just one human being 

to tip the scales and change the course of 

history. In the year 2007, that human being 

will either move to a city or be born in one. 

Demographers watching urban trends will 

mark it as the moment in which the world 

entered a new millennium, a period in 

which, for the first time in history, the 

majority of the worldôs people will live in 

citiesò (UN-Habitat, 2007: 1).  

 

 



 

ñGiven that more than half the worldôs 
population is now living in cities ð a 
number that is likely to reach 75 percent by 
2050, while it was only 10 percent in 1900 
ð [é] urban questions have become truly 
global ones, with significant consequences 
for the future of our planetò (Burdett and 
Rode, 2006: 8). 

 

From the LSE-Deutsche Bank project,  

The Urban Age  

 

 



 

Å In 1990, 43 percent (2.3 billion) of the 

worldôs population lived in urban areas; 

by 2015, this had grown to 54 percent (4 

billion).  

 

Å In 1995, there were 22 large cities, and 

14 megacities; by 2015, there were 44 

large cities and 29 megacities. 

(UN, World Cities Report, 2016)  

 







ñDuring the last thirty years, however, the form of urbanisation has been radically 

reconfiguredò (Brenner and Schmid, 2013: 11) 

  

 

ñThe city is everywhere and in everythingò (Amin and Thrift, 2002: 1) 
 

The City in an Age of Planetary Urbanisation  

What is a cityé. For?  

Discrete entity Process of urbanisation 



The City in an Age of Planetary Urbanisation  



The City in an Age of Planetary Urbanisation  

Cities  
and Global finance 



The City in an Age of Planetary Urbanisation  

Cities  
and Global finance 

Globalisation as Financialisation  


