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Welcome to the 5th Oxford Interdisciplinary Desert Conference!

The first Desert Conference was organized 11 years ago and inaugurated a new
forum to bring together a highly diverse and international group of scholars and
practitioners. The Desert Conference is now a tradition, sprouting up every 2 or 3
years. In 2018 a mini Desert Conference was organized in Almaty, Kazakhstan at
Kazakh National University, in part funded by the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals programme. Through the series three books and one journal
special issue have originated at the conferences. These are matched by new
research partnerships, dryland agendas and enduring friendships.

We very much hope to continue the Desert Conference into the future and
encourage its replication in new places and with new people. The spirit of the
conference has always been one prioritizing connection and collaboration,
interdisciplinary dialogue and debate, exchange of idea and mentorship of students
and early-career researchers. 

The 5th Oxford Desert Conference was originally organized to take place in April
2020 at the School of Geography and the Environment. When we began organizing
in 2019, we never suspected that a global pandemic would force us to postpone the
event for over a year. We are grateful to be able to organize this mini-version of the
Oxford Desert Conference – for many of us it will be the first in-person event in 18
months! 

This year, we will greatly miss the participation of our international colleagues. Due
to the fatigue of participating in virtual events, we made decision to prioritize a
smaller, in-person conference. Our key goals are to re-connect, provide a space for
networking, exchange research updates and advance research even in these
challenging circumstances. 

Thank you for your participation and enthusiasm! 

Best wishes from the Conference Organizers

Special thanks to our funders 



VENUE INFORMATION
 
 

Virtual Participants (2 July Only): 
 

Zoom Meeting Link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89440711957

 
Meeting ID: 894 4071 1957

1 July 2021 
Knowledge Exchange 

Branca Restaurant
111 Walton St

Oxford OX2 6AJ
 
 

2 July 2021
5th Oxford Desert Conference

St. Cross College
61 St Giles

Oxford OX1 3LZ
Max Room Capacity: 25

 



1  JULY 2021
 

KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE:
POLICY & DEVELOPMENT UPDATES IN DRYLANDS

15 :00 Welcome and Introduct ions

15 : 15 The Impl icat ions of Soc ia l  Protect ion ,  Res i l ience and
Pastora l i sm Nexus in Ethopia
Berekat Tsegay

15 :45 Break

16 :00 Roundtable :  Spaces of de l iberat ion for Unrepresented,
Ind igenous and Mobi le Peoples
Maryam Khanzai
Anouska Perram
J i l l  Shank leman

17 :00 Dana+20: Ref lect ions & Future Direct ions
Dawn Chatty 
Ar ie l l  Ahearn

17 :45 Br ief ing :  Centra l  As ia Spot l ight
I r ina Petrova

18 : 15 Break for Walk and Pre-d inner dr inks

19 :00 Dinner at  Branca



2 JULY 2021
9:00 Welcome

9: 15 Desert  Digest

Research Update from Iran
Sina Maghami Nick (Vir tua l)

Pastora l i sm in the Karakum  
Paul  Wordsworth

Researched-researcher-re lat ions in the face of “othered”
pastora l i s t s
J i l l  B lau (Vir tua l)

Research Update on Tecton ics  and Natura l  Hazards
Richard Walker 

10 :30

Break

1 1 : 15

Journal  of  Nomadic Peoples
Saver io Krat l i

1 1 :00

Desert  Representat ions  

The Red P lanet :  On Hol lywood's  Rush to Middle Eastern
Deserts
Danie l  Mann (Vir tua l)

 
Domes of Heaven
Peter Winchester

Def in i t ions ,  causes and methods :  the textual  deve lopment
of ' rocky desert i f i cat ion '  in the PRC s ince 1981
David Edwards (Vir tua l)

12 :00 Roundtable :  Covid Impact on Mobi le Peoples
Saver io Krat l i ,  Muhammad Haqmal ,  Angela Ravens-
Roberts  (Vir tua l) ,  Joana Roque de P inho (Vir tua l)  and
Troy Sternberg



13 : 15 Lunch (provided by St .  Cross)

14 :00

15 :30

Desert  Environments

Reassess ing palaeoenvironmenta l  data from the Arabian
Peninsu la over the last  20 ka
Sam Woor

Monitor ing low dens i t ies  of  large predators in dry lands
Muhammad Farhadin ia (Vir tua l)

Forest  Restorat ion and Tree Growth in Berenty ,  Southern
Madagascar
Vanessa Winchester

Mobi le Peoples and Desert  Discords

Environmenta l  impact assessment and uranium min ing in
Niger :  the i ssue of underground water
Sarah Lunacek (Vir tua l)

l
A demand for recogni t ion , or a request to ex is t?
NewTravel lers and the Po l i ce Cr ime and Sentenc ing B i l 
Freya Hope

San Li t igat ion to Gain R ights over the Etosha nat ional 
park in Namibia
Jérémie Gi lber t and Wi l lem Odendal l

Break

Uprooted : Seed, Land and Labour in the Agr icu l tura l 
Industr ies in Egypt ' s Deserts
Vanessa Lehmann 

“Oppidan b ias ” :  E l i te  mediat ion in the publ ic  d ia logue
process for a new refugee set t lement in Turkana,  Kenya
Cory Rodgers

Western Sahara ’s  Renewed Conf l i c t :  Loca l  Responses ,
Regional  Impl icat ions
Matthew Porges (Vir tua l)

15 : 15 Break

17 :30 Conc lude and Dr inks Recept ion

16 :20

16 :30




