
What I enjoyed most about Geography at Oxford:
I enjoyed my time studying Geography at Oxford for three reasons. First the degree was well balanced between 
allowing me to tailor the course to my interests, while also ensuring I was challenged by new ideas and material. 
Particularly in the latter part of the course it was satisfying to see the crossovers between different options, 
submitted work and core material. In my penultimate term I studied the complexity option, which was a fantastic 
way to draw together different areas of geography in a common framework. Second the Geography degree was 
broad, allowing me to continue to study many of my independent interests through the degree, from African politics 
to fisheries management! Third the Geography course structure and my tutors always encouraged us to seek out 
new skills and insights. The Geography degree at Oxford was a challenging but highly rewarding degree. 

What’s next?
I started a Masters in Management at the Instituto de Empreza in Madrid in August 2014. 

Luke Samuel

St John's College

My geography interests in a nutshell:

I studied Physical and Environmental Core Papers. For options I took 
Biogeography, Biodiverisity and Conservation, Climate Change 
Impacts and Adaptations and Complexity. I did my dissertation on the 
fluvial palaeoenvironment in Namibia and its archaeological 
implications. 



What I enjoyed most about Geography at Oxford:
I loved the freedom to explore my intellectual interests, but even more than that I loved the matching 
excitement displayed by my tutors and fellow coursemates on my seemingly esoteric interests and the 
immense capacity to which I was challenged.

What’s next?
I am doing the MSc in Nature, Society and Environmental Policy at the School of Geography and the 
Environment for a year, before returning to the Republic of Singapore Navy where I am a naval officer.

Sebastian Koa

St Catherine’s College

My geography interests in a nutshell:

I am interested in a range of research fields which have geographical concerns at their cores --
politics, philosophy, science and technology, geomorphology, complexity science -- and how 
geographers set about problematising that which is taken for granted in many of these fields, 
blurring boundaries, redrawing borders, re-imagining concepts and grounding issues. I am 
particularly inspired by the philosophers of science Isabelle Stengers and Bruno Latour, and enjoy 
ruthlessly grinding concepts and practices together in a philosophy reminiscent of James and 
Whitehead, bringing together my broad interests in both human and physical geography.

In my extended essay Swarms: A Critical Review, I sought to explore the core ideas of swarm intelligence and swarm research, a range 
of burgeoning research fields related to complexity science. I first consider a wide range of theoretical underpinnings in this relatively new 
discipline, questioning the very definition of a swarm. I then review ongoing work on swarm intelligence optimization algorithms, with the example 
of Ant Colony Optimization (ACO), to chart important achievements and practical accomplishments of swarm theory as well as to suggest fruitful 
future orientations for swarm intelligence research. Given its limitations this review cannot be comprehensive, but it trades in breadth for an 
incisive crosscut across vast and divergent swarm research fields and offers new ways to think about swarm research.



What I enjoyed most about Geography at Oxford:
I loved the breadth of the course offered at Oxford, including as the ability to study both human and physical Geography. This 
allowed me to study what interested me most, whether it was climate change or postcolonial geopolitics! I also really enjoyed
the opportunity to work with leading academics, who were writing many of the papers on our reading lists. Tutorials are so much 
more interesting when you can debate ideas with the very people who came up with them!

What’s next?
Over the summer I will be working in Oxford as part of the Met Office Academic Partnership, continuing some of the research 
from my dissertation. In October, I will be staying in Oxford to commence a Doctoral Training Programme in Environmental 
Research, with a particular focus on the physical climate system. The focus of my DPhil will be Congo rainfall climatology and its 
manifestation in coupled climate models.

Amy Creese

Keble College

My geography interests in a nutshell:

My Geography interests are very broad, an attitude which is both encouraged and enabled by the 
course and tutors at Oxford. I’ve studied both human and physical geography into my final year, 
with particular interests in geopolitics, the geographies of aid and development, and, within 
physical geography, the science of climate change and variability. The latter was the focus of my 
undergraduate dissertation, in which I looked at the links between water vapour transport and 
rainfall in the Congo basin, using the latest IPCC climate models. Alongside my interest in climate 
science, I have a keen interest in the intersections between research and policy, and the ways in 
which geographers are attempting to bridge this gap through broader channels of communication 
and interdisciplinary collaboration.



What did you enjoy most about Geography at Oxford?
The best thing about Oxford’s geography course is its breadth; students are able to study units as diverse (and 
divergent) as ‘Spaces of Politics’ and ‘Desert Landscapes and Dynamics’.

What’s next?
I have a deferred place to study for a PhD in ‘Security and Crime Science’ as part of UCL’s ‘SECReT’ programme, and 
I’m hoping to undertake a research project on quartz grain surface texture analysis, using scanning electron 
microscopy. 

Emma Levinkind

Hertford College

My geography interests in a nutshell: 
While at Oxford, I developed a particular interest in ‘Forensic Geography’ - the 
application of quintessentially geographic techniques, such as the analysis of 
sediment, to the context of criminal investigations. I find it fascinating that 
although forensic sedimentary analysis has appeared in fiction since the fin de 
siècle, it is only very recently that the techniques described have been subjected 
to empirical research.



What I enjoyed most about Geography at Oxford:

As an avid Criminal Minds and CSI fan, I happily signed up for forensic 
geography only to find myself becoming more enthusiastic about 
ripping apart those once cherished investigation methods. Geography 
at Oxford has been an enjoyable experience of developing a more 
critical approach to diverse issues and drawing connections across 
different fields.

Li Hui Ng

Jesus College

My geography interests in a nutshell:

My geographical interests lie in cultural and social geographies. In 
particular, I am interested in the creative formation of spaces such 
as digital and virtual worlds. I am also interested in the negotiations 
with and solutions to environmental and urban problems.

The winning essay: 
‘How and to what extent will 
the Beijing government be able 
to successfully reinstate the 
bicycle in Beijing’s transport 
system?’ 



What I enjoyed most about Geography at Oxford:
The wide diversity of the Oxford Geography syllabus has, unlike many university 
courses, enabled me to study both Human and Physical Geography. This has been 
a great pleasure and has given me a broad based education.
Furthermore, the Oxford tutorial system has allowed me to study in my own way 
and at my own speed. I am in particular grateful for the constant help, support 
and encouragement I have received over three years from the tutors at Keble, 
Richard Washington, Ali Rogers, James Palmer, and Fiona Ferbrache.

What’s next?
I have just begun work at Deutsche Bank, as a Corporate Finance Analyst.

Cara Duckworth

Keble College

‘An Assessment of Coupled Climate Model Dust Emission Simulations over North Africa’
My dissertation examines the ability of contemporary Global Climate Models (GCMs) to simulate dust emissions over North 
Africa, the world’s largest dust source. Although dust plays a fundamental role in the climate system, it has only recently been
included within GCMs on an interactive basis. In order to determine whether this inclusion improves GCM simulations, my 
dissertation provides the first detailed assessment of contemporary GCM dust simulations.
I reveal wide diversity across dust simulations, which indicates high uncertainty levels. The central underlying problem is the low 
resolution of Global Climate Models, which prevents the explicit simulation of critical winds (Low Level Jets). Without these 
winds, GCMs fail to simulate critical summer emissions the Central Western Sahara.
The inability of GCMs to accurately simulate North Africa’s dust emissions is worrying, and brings into question their ability to 
simulate (and forecast) the overall climate system. GCMs are constantly developing and my dissertation highlights the 
important nature of periodical assessments of such development.



What I enjoyed most about Geography at Oxford:
I really enjoyed the wide range of options that were available, which allowed one 
to pursue his or her own niche areas of interest. More importantly the tutorial 
system was ideal for one to learn effectively. Specifically, one becomes less afraid 
to raise questions or clarify doubts in such small groups while being able to 
receive more attention for tutors. Moreover, the experience was enriched by 
helpful and caring tutors. My tutors were ever so ready to provide invaluable 
guidance and reply my incessant email inquiries on dissertation matter even over 
the holidays! I would say that my tutors are what I'm going to miss most when I 
leave this place. The close working relation we had with our tutors is definitely 
definitive of the Oxford Geography course.

Glenn Sim

St Hilda’s College

Environmental Benefits of Vertical Greenery Systems in Singapore
From the examiner:
“… a ground-breaking piece of research on the environmental benefits of 
Vertical Greenery Systems in Singapore. This dissertation provides an innovative 
and publishable, field-based assessment of the role of green walls in cooling 
tropical urban microclimates and reducing the impacts of airborne pollution. 
Well-conceived with novel elements to the methodology, and effectively 
written.”

What’s next?
I am going to study for an MSc 
Social Policy and Planning at 
LSE.



What I loved most about Geography at Oxford:
Forming friendships that will last a life time and being lucky 
enough to be taught by Dr Wild.

What’s next?
Hopefully opening a restaurant in London with a friend.

James Prescott

St Hilda‘s College

My dissertation in a nutshell:
In the context of the recent riots and a bleak economic outlook, the issue of young people 
and the opportunities afforded to them has once again risen to the top of the political 
agenda. Along with this, young working class men are often subject to the pejorative lens 
of the popular media amid concerns of a ‘culture of intoxication’ and ‘dead end’ 
employment.
My dissertation focused on the lives and transition experiences of 10 young working class 
men from post-industrial Salford and explores the extent to which they are able to 
exercise individual agency in this transition to employment and adulthood. Semi-
structured interviews and ethnographic research are used to elucidate the experiences of 
these young men within their close-knit friendship group. 



What’s next?
I will be taking a Masters course in Environmental 
Policy and Regulation at the London School of 
Economics and Political Science.

Alexander Monk

Hertford College

Fieldwork Report:
‘Assessing the influence of channel processes and form on 
channel stability at various scales in a dry valley. A case study 
of the Barranco Del Rio, Tenerife’
Using vegetation cover as a proxy for stability and sediment 
characteristics as an indirect measure of process operation, the 
fieldwork project investigated the respective influences of 
channel morphology and fluvial and slope process on channel 
stability patterns at various scales in a dry valley in Tenerife. 
Results indicated that the integrated product of these factors 
controlled the observed channel stability patterns, with slope 
processes acting as a secondary control, superimposed on the 
fluvial processes.

What I enjoyed most about 
Geography at Oxford:
The best parts about studying 
Geography at Oxford are the 
challenge and the freedom of course. 
While understanding and critiquing 
the constantly evolving and changing 
subject matter is at times hard work, 
the freedom given by the department 
to explore your own interests within 
specific topics makes this challenge 
extremely worthwhile.

Extended Essay:
‘To what extent do salinity hazards threaten the sustainability of 
irrigated agriculture in desert regions?‘
To highlight some of the problems associated with irrigation in deserts 
as a means of providing agriculture for rising food demand, this essay 
provided a review of the current state and potential solutions to 
salinity hazards associated with irrigated agriculture. The essay argued 
that whether salinity hazards threaten desert agriculture sustainability 
depends on both the spatial and temporal scale at which the question is 
investigated. While technological progress means this activity can be 
maintained from an aggregate global perspective, the costs and 
complexities of applying these technical solutions in the present, and 
under future climatic change where sensitivity to these hazards is likely 
to increase, will mean certain regions will be unable or unwilling to 
maintain these agricultural systems over time.



Benedict Cohen

St Catherine‘s College

The award-winning fieldwork report: 
‘The Geographies of Art: Aka Høegh’s exhibition at the North 
Atlantic House as a site for the representation and 
contestation of Greenlandic Identity’
My fieldwork investigation sought to borrow from literature on 
the Geographies of Art while utilizing a multi-method approach 
to investigate Aka Høegh’s, a Greenlandic contemporary artist, 
exhibition at the North Atlantic House. 
Høegh’s work was thus revealed as a point of contestation in 
relation to Greenlandic identity constitution around which 
groups debate what it means to be Greenlandic and what 
representation of Greenland should be shown to the outside 
world. While Høegh’s work, particularly her paintings when 
analysed through Rose’s (2011) visual methodology, can be 
seen as a kind of nationalistic expressionism emblematic of a 
Greenlandic culture soaked in its traditional past an attention 
towards her use of materials in her more recent pieces reveals 
how she also simultaneously wrestles with what it means to be 
a contemporary Greenlander in a modern world. Thus, the 
complex, subjective nature of Høegh’s work is oversimplified by 
both those using it as a point around which to build a certain 
type of Greenlandic identity as well as those accusing her work 
of conforming to primitivist stereotypes of a society they see 
as ‘modern and connected’ (Soren, Interview). Indeed, both 
viewpoints fail to account for what drives the popularity of 
Høegh’s work - the deep, corporeal and affective responses her 
work generates.

What I loved most about Geography at Oxford:
The intellectual freedom to study, through the wide 
choice of options, what interests you the most and, 
whatever area you focus on, it's ability to force oneself to 
continually re-evaluate one's understanding of the socio-
material world we find ourselves in. 

What are you up to next?
Having secured funding, am in the process of starting up 
a film production company with three others who are 
also trying to become directors. 



What I enjoyed most about Geography at Oxford:
I appreciated both the diversity of courses and the
possibility of choosing options which complemented one
another. I particularly enjoyed widening my theoretical
frameworks while focusing on different areas of the
subject. Of course, the tutoring system allows for
developing in-depth knowledge and the sharpening of 
thought. I really valued the opportunities for primary and 
secondary research, both individually and within groups –
and particularly the trips! I loved this no-man’s-land (of 
opportunity!) between Arts and Sciences.

Callyane Desroches

St Hilda‘s College

The winning essay: 
‘Mimicry, subaltern and rhetorical resistance’ 
My essay focuses on the cultural, political and rhetorical
resistance strategies employed by five Native American 
Nations to counter the 1830’s Indian Removal Act, 
requiring them to move beyond the Mississippi. Empirically
subaltern and classically portrayed as powerless, this essay
demonstrates that Native Americans developed written
and oral strategies of resistance by subverting dominant 
discourses of paternalism, self-determination, civilisation
and moral superiority (Stromberg 2006). It shows that
Native Americans were “neither helpless and voiceless, nor
inherently bellicose”, and acknowledges the role played by
mimicry and hybridity in shaping Native American rhetoric
strategies (Black 2009:67). To make themselves heard in 
a language that was neither literally nor figuratively
theirs, Native Americans developed hybrid rhetorical
strategies to “[talk] back” to the Euro-American
governments (Hoxie 2001). These included practical
mimicry such as adopting American forms of government, 
legal mimicry by being in consonance with Euro-American
symbolic forms of power, using hybrid individuals to 
mediate political communication in order to communicate
in ways that were easily intelligible to the colonisers, and 
finally subverting Euro-American’s own discourses by
appealing to their benevolence and Christian charity.

What‘s next?
I’m taking a year to acquire experience: shadowing the 
Production Manager at the Royal Opera House, tailored
tourism in India etcetera… and then hopefully a Masters 
next year!



What I enjoyed most about Geography at 
Oxford:
The nature of the course that enabled a broad 
yet also focused exploration of geographical 
knowledge; the production of a dissertation; 
second year field trips and the highly integrated 
nature of the university wide geography year 
group. 

Matthew Lantsbery

Brasenose College
The winning essay: 
‘Addicted to tech? Technology stock framings, the media and the 
response of financial markets’ 
Despite of having low profitability or being unprofitable the likes 
of Facebook and Twitter, alongside a plethora of other 
technology companies, still manage to achieve multi-billion dollar 
valuations when they become listed on the financial markets. 
This essay explores three possible causes of these huge stock 
market valuations, which are at odds with the lifeblood of 
financial markets; prosaic revenue driven returns. The piece 
firstly explores how market analysts function as market definers, 
creating the analytical frames under which the value of 
technology firms is calculated. These calculative frames are then 
utilised and subsequently performed by other market actors. 
Secondly, the media is seen as a key distributor of analysts’ 
understandings, enabling such views to circulate widely amongst 
the market milieu. The media also serves to fuel hype 
surrounding technological stocks. Finally, from a Keynesian, 
behavioural finance perspective the market can be seen to value 
stocks not based upon average opinion, but instead on what 
average opinion expects average opinion of value to be. This 
means that even if market actors acknowledge a stock is 
overpriced in terms of fundamentals it is still purchased if they 
believe others value it even higher, further fuelling these huge 
valuations.

What’s next?
I am a finance analyst on the graduate 
programme at Centrica.


