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Why have mortality rates risen unexpectedly in England and Wales? That should 
be the question preoccupying the British public. Instead, in a country distracted by 
leaving the EU, politicians can get away with blaming the weather. 
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Cornwall,	Porthcurno,	2017.	From	the	recent	exhibition	Only	Human	by	Martin	Parr	(Magnum	
Photos	/	Hollandse	Hoogte).	You	can	read	more	about	these	pictures	underneath	the	article.	

In	the	four	weeks	of	September	2019,	while	Boris	Johnson	tried	to	force	
through	a	general	election,	1,248	more	people	died	in	England	and	Wales	
than	was	usual	at	that	time	of	year.		

During	the	four	weeks	of	the	election	campaign,		eventually	called	at	the	
end	of	October,	2,124	more	people	died		in	England	and	Wales		than	again	
was	usual	for	that	time	of	year.	At	the	time	of	writing	–	very	late	on	general	
election	day		–	these	are	the	most	recent	weekly	mortality	statistics.		

This	news	was	largely	unreported	in	part	because	no	public	officials	are	
allowed	to	comment	on	these	figures	thanks	to	a	British	election	tradition	
known	as	"Purdah".	But	the	figures	were	also	obscured	from	view	because	
of	Brexit.	Who	will	"deliver	Brexit"	–	and	what	the	terms	of	that	departure	
will	be	–	has	been	the	subject	of	intense	public	debate	before	the	election,	
during	the	campaigns,	and	will,	without	a	doubt,	remain	the	focus	of	
political	life	now	that	Johnson’s	Conservative	party	has	won	the	election.		
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Before	the	Brexit	referendum	was	announced	four	years	ago,	few	people	in	
Britain	cared	much	about	Europe	or	the	European	Union	(EU).	Back	then,	
in	late	2015,	the	National	Health	Service	(NHS)	and	immigration	were	what	
most	mattered	to	voters.	Although	the	debate	about	Europe	did	absorb	
the	often-xenophobic	concerns	about	immigration		,	overall,	Brexit,	a	little	
like	a	war,	was	forced	on	a	public	not	demanding	it.	

Against	this	backdrop,	much	else	has	been	happening	that	hasn’t	received	
sustained	–	if	any	–	attention.	The	numbers	of	people	dying,	week	in,	week	
out,	tell	us	more	about	the	four	countries	of	the	UK	than	we	could	ever	
hope	to	learn	from	the	attention	given	to	Brexit.	This	is	a	kingdom	falling	
apart.	

	

Stone	Cross	Parade,	St	George’s	Day,	West	Bromwich,	2017.	Photo:	Martin	
Parr	/	Magnum	Photos	/	Hollandse	Hoogte	

	

So, what is going on? 

I’m	a	geographer	who	has	been	studying	mortality	records	in	the	UK	for	the	
past	30	years.		The	data	I	review	both	yearly	and	weekly	has	given	me	a	
perspective	on	British	society	often	missed	when	following	the	political	
circus.		
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In	early	2014,	I	published	an	article	in	New	Statesman	magazine	Read	the	
article	here.	trying	to	highlight	that	the	fact	that	something	very	unusual	
was	happening:	the	life	expectancy	of	elderly	people	in	the	UK	–	notably	
women	–	had	begun	to	fall.			

	

	

Top:	West	Bromwich,	Susan’s	hairdressers.	2011.	Bottom:	Hull,	Spring	
Bank,	Crisp	&	Fry,	2017.	Photos:	Martin	Parr	/	Magnum	/	Hollandse	Hoogte	

The	following	year,	there	was	a	huge	rise	in	deaths.	The	numbers	were	
released	the	day	after	the	Brexit	referendum	result	was	announced.		There	
was	no	evidence	of	a	deliberate	cover-up.	However,	the	secretary	of	state	
for	health,	Jeremy	Hunt,	and	his	agency	Public	Health	England,	did	try	on	
several	occasions		between	2015	and	2019	to	blame	the	weather.	The	
trouble	with	that	explanation	is	that	the	UK	has	not	had	an	unusually	cold	
winter	since	2010.		
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The	authorities	then	tried	to	blame	the	flu,	but	these	death	rates	did	not	
rise	and	fall	as	they	would	following	an	influenza	epidemic	–	and	an	
epidemic	would	have	been	noticed	across	Europe.		

Life	expectancy	across	the	whole	of	the	UK	for	both	women	and	men	–	as	
calculated	by	the	Office	for	National	Statistics	(ONS)	–	did	not	return	to	its	
2014	level	in	2015.	And	it	didn’t	return	in	2016,	2017,	or	2018.			

With	colleagues,	I	have	looked	at	all	the	possible	causes	and	explanations	
and	now	think	that	the	vast	majority	of	the	extra	deaths	that	have	occurred	
were	almost	certainly	the	result	of	austerity.	In	other	words	–	the	result	of	
deliberate	cuts	in	public	spending.	

	

A country obsessed with just one issue – Brexit 

In	normal	times,	in	a	normal	country,	a	fall	in	life	expectancy	would	be	a	big	
deal.	But	nothing	is	normal	about	the	UK.		

Since	the	Brexit	referendum,	British	press,	politicians	and	people	have	
become	obsessed	with	just	one	issue.	The	fall	in	life	expectancy	after	2014	
was	officially	described	as	a	"slowdown"		and	everyone	moved	on.		

People	are	easily	turned	off	by	statistics.	What	does	get	attention	is	
individual	cases.	Headline	news	on	9	December	2019	was	that	Johnson	had	
refused	to	look	at	a	picture	of	a	four-year-old	boy	forced	to	sleep	on	the	
floor	of	the	overcrowded	accident	and	emergency	department	at	the	main	
hospital	in	the	city	of	Leeds.	Every	national	newspaper	and	TV	channel	
carried	the	story		of	the	child	with	suspected	pneumonia	lying,	very	ill,	on	a	
pile	of	coats.	However,	the	story	was	about	the	character	of	Johnson,	the	
would-be	Brexit	deliverer.	It	was	not	about	the	sick	child	or	how	many	
other	four-year-olds	were	not	receiving	adequate	treatment	as	the	British	
health	service	crumbled.		

Over	the	last	nine	years,	the	NHS		has	continued	to	deteriorate	year-on-
year	in	its	ability	to	cope	with	restricted	budgets	given	the	rising	health	
demands	of	the	population.	The	situation	is	further	complicated	by	
the	huge	cuts	to	social	service	budgets,		which	mean	that	many	hospital	
beds	are	now	occupied	by	an	elderly	person	who	cannot	be	discharged	
because	there	is	no	one	to	help	them	when	they	get	home.	
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A	boy	ends	up	being	treated	on	the	floor	of	a	hospital	because	the	beds	are	
all	full,	and	the	beds	are	full	because	the	system	is	not	working	overall.	
Premature	deaths	among	elderly	people	in	the	UK	began	rising	after	the	
social	service	facilities	they	relied	on	were	massively	cut	and	NHS	funding	
was	first	severely	squeezed.	And	deaths	continued	to	rise	as	the	cuts	got	
deeper.	

	

	

North	Somerset	Young	Farmers’	Barn	Dance,	Somerset,	Langford,	2017.	
Photo:	Martin	Parr	/	Magnum	/	Hollandse	Hoogte	

	

There	has	also	been	a	rise	in	infant	mortality.	In	England	and	Wales,	this	
rise	was	concentrated	in	those	same	years	of	maximum	public	spending	
cuts.	In	2014,	3.6	babies	died	for	every	1,000	born.	That	rose	to	3.7	in	2015,	
3.8	in	2016,	and	3.9	in	2017	(which	sadly	is	the	latest	year	for	which	we	
have	data,	as	funding	for	ONS	has	also	been	cut).	

Though	the	change	appears	to	be	miniscule,	according	to	the	ONS,	each	rise	
was	statistically	significant.	It	means	that	enough	extra	babies	died	to	
increase	that	statistic	by	an	amount	that	almost	certainly	did	not	occur	by	
chance.	Policy	played	a	part	–	most	importantly,	policy	concerning	the	
funding	of	maternity	units,	the	training	of	midwives,	and	the	social	services	
available	to	pregnant	women.	Most	of	the	additional	infant	deaths	each	
year	occurred	in	the	first	few	days	or	weeks	of	the	child’s	life.	
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Scotland,	by	contrast,	had	the	same	infant	mortality	rate	as	England	and	
Wales	in	2014,	but	by	2018	it	had	been	reduced	to	3.2	per	1000	births.	This	
too	did	not	happen	by	chance.	Having	decided	to	invest	in	mothers	and	
babies,	the	Scottish	government	diverted	funds	from	other	areas	to	ensure	
it	did	so.	In	2018,	member	of	the	Scottish	Parliament	and	its	cabinet	
secretary	for	finance,	Derek	Mackay,	spoke	of	using	his	"tax	decisions	to	
ensure	Scottish	public	services	are	not	short-changed".			

	

The effects of austerity  

Austerity	in	the	UK	was	a	political	choice	made	in	the	summer	of	2010.	Its	
effects	have	been	devastating.		

The	UK	has	reduced	public	spending	to	36%	of	GDP	by	the	end	of	2019	
from	a	peak	of	41%	in	2006.	Today,	rates	of	public	spending	in	the	UK	as	a	
whole	are	only	a	fraction	above	those	of	the	USA.	Almost	every	other	
country	in	the	EU	spends	more	on	its	public	services	than	the	UK	does;	
almost	every	other	country	in	Europe	now	has	a	lower	infant	mortality	
than	the	UK.	These	are	facts	the	British	have	simply	accepted	because	we	
have	been	distracted	by	Brexit.	These	are	the	facts	that	very	few	British	
voters	knew	when	they	voted	on	12	December	2019.	Messages	about	them	
were	either	ignored	or	crowded	out.	

The	UK	is	also	now	the	most	unequal	large	nation	in	Europe.	It	had	been	
the	second	most	equal	large	nation	in	the	1970s	(after	Sweden)	but	became	
the	most	unequal	by	not	curtailing	greed.	Under	Margaret	Thatcher,	the	
former	prime	minister,	the	share	of	income	taken	by	the	top	1%	was	
allowed	to	grow	and	grow.	Taxes	on	the	well-off	were	reduced	and	wages	
for	the	worse-off	fell	in	real	terms;	benefits		fell	even	more	for	those	who	
could	not	work.		

It	was	not	just	the	Conservatives	who	encouraged	inequality	to	rise	so	high.	
There	was	no	reduction	in	inequality	during	the	New	Labour	years	of	1997-
2010.		The	once	social	democratic	Labour	party	became	content	with	levels	
of	inequality	that	most	European	conservatives	would	think	not	to	be	
defensible.		
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Bristol	registry	office,	British	citizenship	ceremony,	2017.	Photo:	Martin	
Parr	/	Magnum	/	Hollandse	Hoogte	

	

The unequal kingdom 

Once	a	state	becomes	highly	unequal,	it	can	enter	a	spiral	of	decline.	All	the	
most	unequal	rich	nations	in	the	world	are	now	falling	apart	in	one	way	or	
another	and	all	have	a	"strong	man"	in	charge:	USA,	Russia,	Brazil,	Chile,	
Turkey,	Israel.	On	12	December	2019,	the	people	of	the	UK	confirmed	their	
membership	in	that	club	of	the	world’s	most	unequal	affluent	countries	
headed	by	a	strong	man.	

More	equitable	countries	tend	not	to	have	a	leader	who	matters	all	that	
much,	a	head	of	government	who	is	not	that	well	known.	They	also	tend	to	
have	lower	far-right	voting,	higher	overall	turnout	at	elections,	higher	
spending	on	public	goods	as	a	proportion	of	GDP,	fewer	(social	class)-
segregated	schools,	better	quality	secure	housing,	less	homelessness,	much	
better	mental	health,	and	higher	life	expectancy.	Jobs	in	such	countries	are	
better	paid	for	the	majority	of	people	and	less	precarious.	

Almost	(but	not	quite)	everyone	in	the	UK	is	now	worse	off	than	they	were	
in	2010,	but	in	very	different	ways.	For	the	upper	middle	class,	this	
translates	as	problems	paying	the	school	fees,	overseas	holidays	being	
more	expensive,	and	uncertainty	about	helping	a	grown-up	child	buy	a	flat	
in	London	as	prices	continue	to	fall.			
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For	those	in	the	middle	of	the	spectrum	of	the	income	distribution,	it	is	
paying	the	rent	that	is	their	biggest	expense.	The	average	person	aged	
under	65	in	the	UK	now	rents	privately	with	almost	no	security	of	tenure.	
For	those	towards	the	bottom,	it	is	the	dependency	on	food	banks,	greatly	
increased	precarity,	and	the	very	real	risk	of	homelessness.		

For	everyone,	life	expectancy	has	fallen.	The	middle	classes	experienced	it	
first	as	many	of	the	elderly	women	who	saw	their	life	expectancy	drop	in	
2014	were	middle	class.	Working-class	women	have	never	lived	as	long.	

	

	

Toasting	Her	Majesty	the	Queen,	Swan	Upping,	near	Eton,	2015.	Photo:	
Martin	Parr	/	Magnum	/	Hollandse	Hoogte	

	

What happens now?  

The	UK	is	in	uncharted	territory.	Nowhere	else	in	Europe	is	life	expectancy	
falling.	Nowhere	else	in	Europe	has	rising	infant	mortality.	Nowhere	else	in	
Europe	(bar	Germany)	has	as	many	people	sleeping	rough	on	the	streets.	
Germany	only	has	as	many	rough	sleepers	because	a	very	small	proportion	
of	the	very	large	numbers	of	refugees	it	accepted	are	without	housing.	The	
UK	accepts	almost	no	refugees.	The	people	who	recently	died	homeless	on	
the	streets	of	Oxford		include	two	who	had	gone,	as	children,	to	the	same	
school	I	attended.	
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Sometimes	things	fall	apart.	The	centre	does	not	hold,	but	in	Britain	
anarchy	is	not	immediate.	Instead,	there	has	been	a	long,	slow	
disintegration	of	social	norms	and	expectations.	Today,	new	independent	
countries	are	hardly	ever	formed,	but	the	UK	has	gone	about	creating	the	
circumstances	in	which	still	future	separation	is	possible.		

Other	scenarios	are	also	possible.	Great	social	change	has	often	happened	
in	the	past	when	a	younger	generation	has	been	fully	exposed	to	the	folly	of	
their	parents	and	grandparents.		

	

Harbhajan	Singh,	Walsall,	Willenhall,	the	Black	Country,	2011.	Photo:	
Martin	Parr	/	Magnum	/	Hollandse	Hoogte	
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An	obvious	example	is	when	the	young	have	to	go	to	war	because	of	
mistakes	made	by	the	old,	but	it	need	not	be	a	war.	Take	the	Suez	crisis	of	
October	1956.		It	was	an	embarrassment	for	the	UK,	not	as	large	an	
embarrassment	as	Brexit	perhaps,	but	still	a	losing-of-face	due	to	stupid	
decisions	made	by	out-of-touch	old	men.		

Following	Suez,	young	people	voted	differently	to	their	parents	in	sufficient	
number	to	bring	in	governments	in	1964	and	1966	that	helped	to	slowly	
transform	the	UK,	making	it	one	of	the	most	equitable	countries	in	
Europe.	That	period	also	saw	the	British	school	system	changed,	Read	
about	the	whole	history	in	my	book	Inequality	and	the	1%	(third	edition),	
which	has	just	been	published.	so	
that	almost	all	children	could,	
for	the	first	time,	be	educated	
together.	Social	security	was	
brought	in	for	mothers,	rights	to	
housing	were	extended.	There	
was	both	full	and	well-paid	
employment.	And	the	greed	of	
the	rich	was	curtailed.	This	
resurgence	after	crisis	could	
well	happen	again.	

Two	British	women	on	holiday	in	India,	2016.	
Photo:	Martin	Parr	/	Magnum	/	Hollandse	Hoogte	

	
The	Conservative	government	–	which	could	now	hold	power	until	at	least	
December	2024	–	will	pretend	it	cares	about	the	health	service,	about	poor	
Britons,	about	the	north	of	the	kingdom,	about	young	people’s	futures,	and	
it	will	pretend	well.	It	is	well	practised.	But	today	in	Britain,	we	charge	half	
of	our	young	people	the	highest	university	tuition	fees	to	be	found	
anywhere	in	Europe.		On	the	other	half,	we	impose	benefit	sanctions,	and	
imprison	many	at	a	rate	not	found	elsewhere	on	the	continent.		

Britain’s	leaders	show	scant	regard	for	the	environment;	they’re	indifferent	
to	plans	to	take	away	the	freedom	to	work	or	study	in	the	rest	of	the	EU	or	
to	marry	whom	they	want	to	marry	–	unless,	of	course,	their	income	is	high	
enough	to	warrant	them	staying	in	the	UK.	Our	unfair	private	rented	
housing	system	prevents	huge	numbers	from	thinking	they	can	start	their	
own	family.	

If	you	were	trying	to	stir	up	the	young,	this	is	how	you	might	go	about	it.	
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About the images British	photographer	Martin	Parr	has	spent	decades	
documenting	the	idiosyncrasies	of	mass	culture	and	British	identity.	Since	the	
country	voted	to	leave	the	European	Union,	he	has	mainly	pointed	his	lens	at	
the	heartlands	of	anti-EU	sentiment.	Even	though	his	photographs	are	
famous	for	their	humour	and	absurdism,	Parr’s	intent	is	serious:	he	wants	to	
explore	what	it	means	to	be	British.	(Lise	Straatsma,	image	editor)													
 
See more work by  
Martin Parr	          https://www.martinparr.com/introduction/	
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We'll be talking Britain - Brexit 'n' all - in conversation with British writer 
Danny Dorling, professor of human geography, between 11am-1pm 
GMT on Monday 16 December. Join us! 

	
Danny	Dorling 
Geographer at the University of Oxford 

Contributions 
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Danny Dorling 
Geographer at the University of Oxford	
On	the	today	(UK	BBC	Radio	4)	programme	this	morning	it	was	announced	that	visits	to	
doctors	in	the	UK	for	people	with	flu	like	symptoms	had	risen	by	a	quarter	in	the	last	
few	weeks.	People	were	urged	to	yet	vaccinated.	But	why	does	the	flu	now	contribute	to	
so	many	deaths	in	the	UK	but	not	to	mortality	rising	in	other	nearby	countries?	
Influenza	is	just	a	small	part	of	what	is	going	on	and	not	the	underlying	reason.	

 
Nabeelah Shabbir 
Conversation editorSame	programme	this	morning	reported	how	in	the	World	Economic	
Forum	(WEF)'s	latest	report,	the	UK	has	slipped	from	15th	to	21st	place	for	gender	
equality.'The	WEF	said	the	fall	in	2019	in	the	UK's	position	partly	reflected	a	decline	in	
the	number	of	women	in	ministerial	positions.	But	the	UK	also	has	a	persistent	
economic	gender	gap,	putting	the	country	at	58th	in	the	rankings,	due	to	big	differences	
between	men	and	women's	earned	income.	In	the	UK	men	dominate	sectors	such	as	AI,	
engineering	and	computing	-	and	many	more	women	than	men	work	part-time.' 
bbc.com/news/business-50814765	
	

 
Tanmoy Goswami 
Sanity correspondent 
This	is	a	spectacular	piece,	thank	you	Danny.	Governments	and	politicians	
using	distraction	tactically	to	steer	attention	away	from	the	stuff	that	really	
matters	is	old	hat.	It's	the	clinical	details	you	have	presented	here	that	made	
me	sit	up.	As	a	citizen	of	a	former	colony	that's	frequently	obsessed	with	
everything	"English",	I	wasn't	expecting	to	learn	so	many	grim	facts	about	
public	myopia	in	the	kingdom	in	a	single	article.	
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Peter Post 
Member DC 
Marcel	Levi,	Dutch	director	of	London’s	Academic	Hospitals:	it	takes	four	
weeks	to	get	an	appointment	wit	a	GP	in	England!	England	is	a	third	world	
country.	The	rich	rule	by	misusing	the	voting	system	which	is	non	
representative,	misusing	media,	privileging	the	wealthy	in	the	school	system	
and	the	juridical	system,	neglecting	socials	services.	They	consider	social	
vulnerability	a	personal	fault	to	be	blamed	for.	The	egoists	can	flourish.	Nice	
country,	nice	people,	fucked	up	system.	Change	the	voting	system	en	give	
England	30	years	to	recover.	Like	the	US.	
 
 
Jan Smit 
Travel, culturedifferences 
Agree...	
 
 
Joachim la Poutré 
Well,	nothing	new	I'm	afraid,	Dutch	economic	commentor	Kees	de	Kort	
started	years	ago	comparing	the	UK	with	a	"Banana	republic"	-	because	it	fits	
the	definition.	
bnr.nl/podcast/kees-de-kort	
(this	comparison	makes	sense,	not	everything	he	says	does)	
 
 
Jan Smit 
Travel, culturedifferences 

Britain	is	in	the	same	league	as	Poland...	actually	the	Polish	do	better	in	many	
respects...	

poverty	is	3	times	as	high	as	mainland	EU	

want	to	read	more:	insights-people.com/poverty-invisible-samari…	
 

 
 
Jan Martijn Oosterveen 
Impressed by the power of food on preventing an treating chronic disease 
Big	part	of	the	problem	lies	in	nutrition.	Pour	diet	choices	are	bigger	than	
smoking	nowadays	as	a	cause	for	morbidity	and	mortality.	Introducing	
lifestyle	group	program's	as	the	CHIP	program	will	save	many	lives:	both	blue	
and	white	collar.	CHIP	is	cheap	and	empowers	people	to	take	their	own	health	
back.	Want	to	know	more?	Get	in	touch..	In	health,	Jan	Martijn	Oosterveen	
 
David Charles Williams 
CHIP?	Isn’t	that	a	7th	Day	Adventist	merchandising	opportunity?	
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Jan Smit 
Travel, culturedifferences 
This	is	totally	inline	with	what	I	have	noticed	myself,	the	UK	has	become	a	2nd	
or	3rd	world	country.	The	poverty	rate	measured	with	various	standards	is	3	
times	as	high	in	the	UK	as	compared	to	the	north	west	EU	countries	despite	
similar	unemployment	figures	and	similar	minimum	wage.	One	in	five	
housholds	in	the	UK	live	on	the	poverty	threshold	or	well	below,	1	in	10	below	
bare	subsitance	level.	There	can	be	only	one	explanation:	the	UK	government	
has	totally	destroyed	the	social	security	safety	net.	Poverty	is	one	thing	but	
the	consequences	above	are	rightout	shocking.	There	is	more	to	come	as	the	
EU	has	a	multitude	of	other	safeguards	that	will	also	disappear.	It	will	come	
down	to	volunteers	and	private	solidarity	for	many	now.	
Comparison	with	Poland	shows	they	are	doing	better....	From	the	Netherlands	
one	might	expect	this	but	this	former	East	block	country	seems	to	take	its	
responsibility	seriously.	
 
 
Joyce Newton 
Human 
Thank	you	Danny.	Finally	someone	who	writes	about	the	state	of	a	nation	
which	not	many	people	(as	from	for	example	my	native	country	Holland)	
seriously	believe	to	be	true.	I	have	witnessed	the	decline	over	especially	the	
last	10	years,	having	lived	in	the	UK	for	25	years.	Decline	goes	gradually,	but	
then	all	of	a	sudden	there	seems	no	return	possible.	
 
 
Paul Barnett 
Danny	-	It's	a	great	article.	
You	seem	to	be	suggesting	Brexit	was	a	deliberate	ploy	to	distract	people	from	
Austerity?	
 
 
Pascal Rogger 
Thanks	Danny,	
Very	interesting	data	tends.	Although	for	me	too	one	sided	analysis	on	who	is	
to	blame.	That	is	a	shame	as	the	analysis	of	the	data	is	very	frightening	and	
should	interest	everyone.	But	I	am	afraid	that	a	lot	of	people	will	not	read	all	
the	way	though	because	of	the	lopsided	analysis	of	the	causes.	
 
 
tatiana wijnberg-kratochvil 
A	great	picture	about	the	life	in	Britain	recently:	Sorry	that	we	missed	you"	
After	seeing	this	movie	anybody	can	understand	
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Danny Dorling 
Geographer at the University of Oxford 
Thank	you	for	all	the	comments	-	it	is	worth	noting	that	smoking	and	drinking	
rates	have	been	falling	in	the	UK	in	recent	years.	The	rise	in	mortality	since	
2014	is	not	about	changed	behaviour.	The	latest	figures	for	life	expectancy	
across	the	UK	for	2018	are	still	below	the	high	reached	in	2014	(which	is	itself	
lower	than	in	many	European	countries).	And	now,	on	top	of	all	this,	we	are	
again	seeing	deaths	rising	each	week	of	October,	November	and	now	
December	2019,	rising	above	the	terrible	levels	of	the	last	five	years.	the	next	
weekly	death	figures	for	England	and	Wales	will	be	released	on	December	
17th	2019.	At	least	now	clinicians	can	comment	on	the	statistics	given	that	the	
election	is	over.	I	hope	infant	mortality	finally	falls	next	year.	It	is	very	very	
cheap	to	help	it	fall;	much	harder	to	provide	decent	care	for	the	elderly	(in	the	
UK	at	least).	The	mainland	of	Europe	can	look	at	the	UK	if	it	wants	to	know	
what	can	go	wrong,	and	which	politicians	not	to	trust	on	the	mainland	-	those	
who	suggest	the	same	policies	of	austerity	as	in	the	UK.	
	
 
 
Darren Claessen-Brierton 
Ex philosopher 
Essential	reading.	Thank	you	Prof.	Dorling.	
	
 
Engeltje Harwig 
retired and permanent student of life 
Thank	you	Danny	for	painting	this	bleak	picture.	Yes	"Great"Britain	is	a	third	
world	country	and	has	been	for	many	years	in	my	view.	Already	in	the	mid	
seventies	I	was	appalled	by	the	hierarchy	in	the	company	that	we	were	doing	
business	with	and	the	treatment	and	working	circumstances	of	the	workers	in	
the	factory,	compared	to	the	luxury	the	staff	reserved	for	itself.	And	the	
arrogance	and	contempt	with	which	they	treated	their	and	our	customers	and	
us.	It	is	just	not	sustainable	in	the	long	run.	
Unfortunately	here	in	The	Netherlands	the	not	so	liberals	and	rightwingers	
would	love	to	follow	this	example.	This	is	a	perfect	warning,	I	hope.	
 
 
Martine Groenendijk 
Off-grid home & land owner 
Sad.	
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Richard Jackson 
A reader of journalism written by people committed to truth telling 
Great	article,	a	disturbing	perspective	however	its	great	to	see	journalism	
with	a	bite.	
 
 
Mireille Paalvast 
Inhabitant of the planet earth 

Thanks	for	this	article	Danny.	Shocking	but	simultaneously	understandable,	
unfortunately.	Makes	me	worry	about	the	elderly	people	I	know	that	depend	
on	care.	

Sorry	I	missed	the	time	window	of	your	availability	respond.	I	do	have	a	
question	:-S.	But	maybe	other	readers	know	more.	
To	get	a	better	perspective	I	tried	to	figure	out	how	this	compares	to	other	
European	countries	and	how	relative	this	change	in	the	UK	is	compared	to	
other	years.	But	I	struggled,	not	knowing	number	of	UK	residents	and	other	
relevant	data.	Is	there	not	something	like	a	graph	that	shows	UK	and	EU	life	
expectancy	and/or	child	mortality	over	time?	It	would	put	things	in	
perspective	for	me	(and	maybe	others	too)	

The	only	thing	I	quickly	found	was	a	table	with	data	from	2017.	But	that	didn’t	
show	a	big	difference	between	e.g.	UK	and	NL	in	terms	of	life	expectancy.	To	
be	honest	I	was	shocked	how	high	both	of	them	are.	I	thought	we	were	still	
around	75	years	of	age...	
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_life_expectancy	
	
	
 
 
 

 
Danny Dorling 
Geographer at the University of Oxford 

Hi	Mireille	-	here	is	the	most	dramatic	graph	(in	the	link	below).	However	the	
reason	I	am	showing	you	this	is	that	it	now	greatly	underestimates	the	
problem	because	it	was	published	two	years	ago	using	data	from	two	years	
earlier.	It	is	about	infant	mortality	in	the	first	few	weeks	of	life.	Since	it	was	
produced	that	has	actually	risen	for	the	UK	as	a	whole,	so	the	drop	from	7th	
placed	to	19th	placed	will	have	accelerated	in	the	European	rankings.	I	hope	
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this	helps.	In	terms	of	life	expectancy,	only	Japan	has	seen	a	worse	year	for	life	
expectancy	reducing	in	recent	years	and	that	was	in	2011,	the	year	of	the	
Tōhoku	earthquake	and	tsunami	(remembered	in	Europe	for	the	the	level	7	
meltdowns	at	three	reactors	in	the	Fukushima	Daiichi	Nuclear	Power	Plant	
complex)	but	a	great	many	people	died.	After	that	event	the	largest	recorded	
fall	in	life	expectancy	is	in	the	UK	in	recent	years	and	it	is	smaller	than	the	fall	
in	Japan	in	2011.	However,	since	then	life	expectancy	in	Japan	has	just	
continued	to	rise	and	rise	(unlike	in	the	UK).	Here	is	the	link	to	the	most	
useful	graph	produced	by	ONS:	
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialca
re/childhealth/articles/ukdropsineuropeanchildmortalityrankings/2017-10-
13	

John Bunker 
retired old curmudgeon....And	interesting	theory	or	approach	to	an	issue	that	may	or	may	
not	really	be	much	of	an	issue	at	all.	Here's	my	theory	and,	given	the	time	and	
interest,	I	could	probably	twist	the	numbers	to	support.	On	September	9,	
2014,	Apple	revealed	the	iPhone	6	and	the	iPhone	6	Plus	at	an	event	in	
Cupertino.	Both	devices	had	a	larger	screen	than	their	predecessor,	at	4.7	and	
5.5	inches	respectively.	Many	iPhone	6	models	were	sold	in	Britain.	Also,	in	
2014,	immigration	numbers,	for	not	clearly	defined	reasons,	fell	to	almost	half	
of	the	2013	numbers.	(	125,800	vs	208,000	).	Now,	taking	into	consideration	
the	less	than	harsh	but	quite	damp	winter	of	2014/2015,	the	extra	radiation	
that	the	British	public	was	subjected	to	from	the	5.5-inch	screens	on	their	new	
iPhones	and,	the	unknown	or	unpublicized	factor	that	kept	100,000	from	
immigrating	to	England,	and	we	have	a	recipe	for	death. 
The	"Great	Carnak"	looks	deep	into	his	crystal	ball	and	sees	someone	who	is	
not	a	fan	of	Boris	J.	and	his	Merry	Men.	And,	was	it	not	Mark	Twain	who	said,	"	
There	are	lies,	damned	lies	and	statistics	"? 
 
  
Pieter van Pelt 
In	1984	I	had	the	"privilege"	to	live	in	the	UK	with	my	family.	Working	for	a	US	
high	tech	company,	my	job	was	to	support	European	customers	who	used	
their	machines	for	IC	manufacturing.	My	boss	arranged	that	my	salary	would	
be	taxed	according	to	ex-patriot	rules,	so	I	had	a	very	comfortable	income.	But	
my	English	colleagues	were	less	fortunate	and	I	was	surprised	visiting	a	
colleague	once	to	see	how	spartan	his	house	was	furnished	and	how	he	
obviously	was	scrambling	to	get	by.	I	remember	the	UK	from	those	days	as	a	
very	stuffy,	isolated	country	with	huge	differences	between	the	social	classes.	
When	the	school	district	decided	that	my	daughter	of	11	was	placed	in	a	
school	some	7	miles	away	from	where	we	rented	while	my	two	boys	(14	and	8	
years)	were	placed	in	the	local	school	nearby,	my	wife	and	I	protested	and	
tried	to	get	an	appointment	with	the	school	board.	All	my	neighbours	said	I	
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would	not	succeed	in	changing	the	school	districts	decision,	but	using	the	
American	way	of	threatening	to	sue	the	district	if	they	did	not	change	their	
ruling	I	surprised	everyone	to	get	the	decision	overruled.	Obviously	I	was	
considered	to	belong	to	the	"ruling"	class	as	I	was	a	"rich"	American	in	their	
view.	Little	did	they	know	I	was	a	Dutchman	working	for	a	high-tech	American	
firm.	
 
Dennis Green 
Dennis L. Green, PE 
Viewed	from	the	USA,	Brexit	appeared	to	have	began	as	a	revolt	against	open	
borders,	immigration	that	overwhelmed	their	ability	to	assimilate.	It	is	natural	
to	prefer	the	safety	of	the	familiar	where	we	don't	have	to	be	on	guard.	Easy	
immigration	allows	refugees	to	bring	their	cultural	weaknesses	that	let	their	
society	disintegrate	to	the	point	of	incentivizing	their	flight.	Islamic	terrorism	
is	an	example.	Spare	me	the	arguments	about	this.	Perception	is	reality	to	
those	who	vote.	
The	dictionary	may	define	conservative	as	a	preference	for	the	time-proven,	
but	the	far	right	has	conscripted	the	label.	There's	no	ala	carte	menu	in	
politics.	Each	party	is	a	package	deal	with	no	substitutions,	and	"conservative"	
parties	have	packaged	the	social	fears	of	mass	immigration	with	Laissez	Faire	
economics.	Economics	is	not	a	popular	study	for	the	ignorant	masses.	Thomas	
Piketty's	"Capital	in	the	21st	Century"	was	a	more	difficult	read	than	my	
college	text,	but	he	explains	some	relevant	issues:	The	return	on	capital	is	
progressive	(due	to	economy	of	scale	and	the	larger	leverage	of	larger	
accounts),	and	without	a	proportionately	progressive	tax	system,	a	financial	
aristocracy	will	evolve.	As	Adam	Smith	understood,	unbridled	capitalism	will	
degenerate	into	cartels	and	monopolies.	We	have	never	adequately	addressed	
this	issue	to	create	an	economy	that	is	stable	long	term.	The	economic	shock	
of	two	world	wars	destroyed	much	of	the	accumulated	wealth,	and	for	a	
generation	or	so,	the	playing	field	was	leveled	between	labor	and	capital.	As	
the	USA	began	leveling	its	tax	brackets	with	Reagan,	economic	inequality	
increased	exponentially.	Like	the	boiling	frog	parable,	we	swim	in	the	
cesspool	of	social	conflict	while	the	slow	poison	of	Laissez	Faire	corrupt	our	
political	system.	Conservatives	are	playing	a	long	game.	The	goal	is	plutocratic	
rule	by	the	economic	elite,	a	modern	feudalism.	Separation	from	liberal	
Europe	is	the	goal,	and	as	the	problems	build	in	the	countries	left	behind	due	
to	increasing	immigration	driven	by	climate	change,	the	dominoes	will	fall	one	
by	one.	The	plutocrats	share	the	same	fear	that	the	culture	that	rewards	them	
is	threatened	by	an	influx	of	strangers,	and	by	playing	this	common	fear,	they	
get	the	serfs	to	surrender	their	freedom.	It's	a	win/win	for	the	corporate	
barons.	
When	you	discuss	health	and	Brexit,	you	are	not	seeing	the	forest	for	the	
trees.	If	you	don't	solve	the	economic	problem,	you	won't	have	the	resources	
to	deal	with	anything	else.	The	first	step	is	to	stop	being	overwhelmed	by	the	
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crisis	of	the	moment	and	recognize	the	long	game,	democratic	nations	are	
sliding	toward	fascist	oligarchies	and	Darwinian	solutions.	Brexit	and	
mortality	rates	are	symptoms.	Brexit	attacks	the	symptoms	because	it's	a	
simple	answer	for	the	politicians	to	sell,	correct	or	not.	It's	the	same	as	
Trump's	southern	wall	that	is	part	of	a	divorce	between	Anglo	America	and	
Hispanic	nations	of	the	Americas.	The	proper	question	to	peruse	is	why	these	
issues	are	rising.	As	with	the	crowded	hospitals,	you	can	exclude	some	people,	
expand	the	hospital	or	prevent	the	disease,	the	latter	requiring	the	greater	
effort.	If	you	think	you	must	debate	the	relative	importance	of	Brexit	versus	
mortality,	you	are	overlooking	the	common	cause,	a	failure	to	solve	the	
economic	issues.	
 
Julia Wille 
I was born and grew up in the GDR. see my Blog: wellwhynot.ca 
thank	you,	that	was	very	interesting	
I	've	got	a	question	though.	
Is	there	any	other	party	in	Britain,	that	is	progressive?	like	a	green	party	or	a	
socialist	party	or	anything	other?	
 
Dan Stowell 
Yes	Julia.	The	Labour	party	(the	second	largest)	is	certainly	socialist,	and	
under	its	recent	leadership	it	seems	to	have	been	trying	to	return	to	more	of	
its	socialist	origins.	The	Green	Party	here	is	also	progressive	in	many	ways.	
There	are	two	parties	(the	Scottish	Nationalists,	and	the	Liberal	Democrats)	
which	are	relatively	progressive	but	they	are	more	the	centre-ground.	
 
Diederik Vonk 
Interesting	to	notice	that	the	Netherlands	have	also	dropped	significantly	in	
the	rankings	of	child	mortality	rates,	from	10	to	fifteen	between	1990	and	
2015.	If	you	look	at	the	numbers,	we	are	doing	only	slightly	better	than	the	
UK.	So	go	easy	on	the	third	world	country	comments,	unless	you	think	the	
Netherlands	are	third	world	as	well.	By	the	way	I	don't	mean	to	downplay	
Danny's	story,	but	we	need	to	be	more	humble	in	the	Netherlands	
 
Julia Wille 
born in GDR, On Set Decorator Toronto, Cartoonist/Storyteller 
What	I	find	disturbing,	that	it	is	the	same	story	all	over	-	just	different	
versions.	
After	reunification,	whole	areas	of	my	country	(the	eastern	part)	turned	into	
de-industrialized	zones,	with	a	lot	of	frustrations,	depressions	and	
helplessness	-	which	fed	the	rise	of	right-wing	movements	like	"PEGIDA"	and	
"Alternative	for	Germany"	(mondediplo.com/2019/11/06germany)	
The	social-democratic	party	in	Germany	destroyed	a	lot	of	trust	and	goodwill	
through	their	neoliberal	"reforms",	and	in	Canada,	the	Liberals	are	not	much	
better.	
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Marlon Simons 
Reader 

I’m	a	fervent	follower	of	Andrew	Yang	(one	of	the	democratic	candidates	in	
the	American	primary	election	for	president).	
One	of	his	topic	is	the	life	expectancy	dropping	in	the	US	for	three	years	in	a	
row. 

Could	it	be	that	the	unregulated	capitalism	since	the	eighties	(Reagan	&	
Thatcher),	the	decline	of	the	labour	unions,	the	globalisation	and	the	current	
winner	takes	all	race	by	the	technology	giants	are	the	main	contributions	to	
the	current	situation?	

On	mainland	Europe	the	economic	climate	is	slightly	different	and	less	a	free	
for	all	and	a	bit	more	socially.	
	
Arnoud van Thiel 
None whatsoever 
Is	there	a	graph	to	show	this	all	in	a	picture?	On	the	internet	there	is	a	lot	of	
seemingly	conflicting	information,	but	they	all	speak	of	a	decline	of	the	life	
expectancy	in	the	UK.	
 
René van Paassen 
The	same	thing	is	happening	in	the	US.	Worries	there	are	recently	about	the	
mortality	rate	of	people	in	the	working	age. 

This	graph	shows	an	interesting	trend	
https://www.google.com/publicdata/explore?ds=d5bncppjof8f9_&met_y=sp_
dyn_le00_in&idim=country:USA:CAN:GBR&hl=en&dl=en	

Frank Janssens 
Shouldn’t	we	be	happy	that	such	a	country	leaves	Europe?	Their	presence	
already	pushed	Europe	far	more	to	inequality	than	was	planned	originally.	It	
was	their	idea	to	open	Europe	fast	to	low	income	countries	of	EAstern	Europe	
to	decrease	salary	demands	of	working	people.	And	at	the	same	time	the	main	
reason	for	the	Brexit.	So	we	should	thank	BJ	for	leaving	Europe	before	we	also	
degrade	to	a	neoliberal	wasteland.	
 
Dan Stowell 
I'm	not	aware	that	it	was	the	UK's	idea	to	expand	the	EU	to	Eastern	Europe.	
Have	you	a	link	to	something	that	describes	that?	
 
Joyce Newton 
Human 

It	was	especially	Tony	Blair	who	in	2004	pushed	for	admitting	10	East	
European	countries	to	enter	the	EC,	attracting	129.000	(cheap	labour)	
immigrants	into	the	UK,	for	obviously	economic	reasons.	
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theguardian.com/news/…/mar/24/how-immigr…	
 

 
Joyce Newton 
Human 
Frank,	maybe	it	is	better	the	UK	will	pull	out,	though	other	countries	will	
suffer,	especially	economically,	as	a	result.	
But	for	the	3	million	Europeans	living	in	the	UK,	of	which	many	have	made	a	
life	here,	it	is	not	easy	to	leave	everything	you	have	built	up	behind.	
 
Robert Carney 
Human 
Danny,	
Thank	you	for	this	wonderfully	informative	article.	Clean	information.	
 
Manal Chakor 
Public policy 
This	is	an	amazing	piece.	As	a	public	policy	advisor	in	the	Netherlands,	I	need	
time	to	think	about	what	you	wrote.	
 
bart steukers 
article	with	impact	!	thanks	for	sharing	
 
Romeo Lupascu 
https://romeolupascu.net 

It	always	puzzles	me	how	we	all	discuss	about	how	much	money	are	invested	
in	this	or	that	but	rarely	or	never	on	how	are	those	money	actually	used. 

Throwing	more	money	without	knowing	how	they	are	spent	(how	efficient	
are	they	spent)	leads	to	only	one	thing	on	long	term	--	inflation,	and	inflation	
hits	the	poor	and	middle	class	(wage	earners)	the	most	and	that	leads	to	
erosion	of	the	ability	that	people	can	stay	healthy.	

Obviously	the	above	is	only	one	of	the	trends	leading	to	poor	health.	Others	
(but	not	only)	are	our	mindless	use	of	pills	and	antibiotics	prescribed	to	fatten	
the	health	industry	and	less	to	improve	health	.	

Next	is	use	of	pure	statistical	views	to	derive	conclusions.	Statistical	tools	are	
great	tools	but	they	by	default	rely	on	Correlation	only.	Unless	you	dig	down	
in	Correlation	to	understand	Causation,	stats	only	can	lead	us	to	errored	
conclusions.	
 
Viola Rondeboom 
Philosophy student. EU-national in London. 

I	am	confused.	The	article	states	there	has	been	"a	huge	rise	in	deaths".	Yet	
these	are	absolute	numbers	and	therefore	just	numerators.	To	calculate	
mortality	rates	would	you	not	also	need	a	denominator,	i.e.	population	
numbers?	I	assume	a	rise	in	deaths	does	not	necessarily	indicate	a	growing	
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mortality	rate.	It	could	well	have	been	caused	by	a	population	that	is	growing	
and	ageing. 

Secondly,	the	article	states	"Life	expectancy	across	the	whole	of	the	UK	for	
both	women	and	men	–	as	calculated	by	the	Office	for	National	Statistics	
(ONS)	–	did	not	return	to	its	2014	level	in	2015.	Nor	did	it	in	2016,	2017,	or	
2018.	"	However,	official	statistics	from	ONS	actually	report	an	increase	in	life	
expectancy,	not	a	decline.	Rather,	the	issue	seems	to	be	that	both	
improvement	in	age-standardised	mortality	rates	and	life	expectancy	have	
slowed	down	considerably.	

Sources:	ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommu….	
assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/syste…	

Please	could	the	author	explain?	
 
Jane Burman-Holtom 
Patient advocate and care provider 

UK	citizen	and	US	resident	for	many	years.	Lived	in	Stratford-upon-Avon	for	
almost	a	year	(with	some	respite	in	the	US)	to	take	care	of	my	father	age	94.	
The	simple	and	clear	answer	to	mortality	is	lack	of	medical	services.	From	
time	to	get	to	a	GP	who	can	only	discuss	one	issue	per	15	minute	visit	(useless	
approach	for	seniors	who	have	several	issues	and	need	far	more	gerontology	
care):	refusal	or	more	likely	inability	of	local	GP	doctors	to	order	medical	
tests;	difficulty	and	delays	in	seeing	a	consultant	(who	can	unlock	the	door	to	
tests):	and	NHS	districts	with	IT	systems	that	do	not	share	data	and	medical	
records,	etc.	

For	example,	the	eye	consultant	accessed	via	an	ER	visit	said	he	was	starting	
with	a	blank	slate.	I	copied	records	to	take	to	him	and	recalled	what	I	knew.	
He	was	amazing,	had	a	horde	of	patients	who	adored	him	but	left	the	district	
no	doubt	overworked	and	frustrated.	The	only	way	to	get	care	was	to	go	to	an	
ER,	wait	hours	to	be	seen	and	beg	for	tests	like	an	xray	or	CT	which	would	not	
be	an	issue	in	the	US.	

It	is	apparent	that	the	process	of	ordering	tests	by	a	GP	or	even	in	an	ER	is	a	
penalty	or	black	mark.	Hence	treatment	is	simplistic	and	minimal	since	no	
diagnosis	to	address.	It	took	almost	6	months	to	get	tests	for	extreme	pain	and	
weeks	for	the	results	to	be	shared.	Also,	an	apparent	and	insidious	unwritten	
policy	to	not	treat	the	elderly.	I	begged	for	months	to	get	palliative	care.	He	
could	have	had	s	diagnosis	far	earlier,	treatment	with	dignity,	and	a	more	
gentle	death.	
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In	France	my	cousins	who	are	now	French	residents	have	excellent	care	and	
they	live	in	a	very	rural	area.	In	the	US	we	are	provided	with	diagnostic	tests	
and	follow	up	care.	

Shame	on	the	NHS	and	the	policies	they	promote	intentionally	or	
unintentionally.	
 
Jane Burman-Holtom 
Patient advocate and care provider 
Sharing	experiences.	
 
Ger Nijman 
did research on, and taught, Public Transport and Logistics 
Thanks,	Mr.	Dorling,	for	this	article	that	shows	one	more	sad	result	of	the	
neoliberal	decades...	One	technical	question:	were	the	results	corrected	for	
past	birth	rates?	These	rates	started	to	grow	rather	rapidly	after	1938	in	the	
UK,	which	leads	to	an	expected	rise	in	deaths	now:	the	number	of	people	over	
75	simply	has	risen.	Also,	you	could	expect	that	qualitative	shortcomings	in	
nutrition	between	1938	and	1948	probably	affected	the	condition	of	pregnant	
mothers	and	small	children.	The	number	of	obituaries	of	people	born	in	the	
Netherlands	in	1945	(after	the	so-called	"hunger-winter")	strikes	me	time	and	
again.	
 
JACOB JEZIORO 
organic intellectual 
Unfortunately,	John	Pilger's	new	documentary	about	the	National	Health	
Service	was	not	allowed	screening	until	days	after	the	election.	The	British	
communications	regulator,	Ofcom,	in	effect	banned	the	program	during	the	
election	campaign,	despite	the	fact	that	the	film	concerned	policy	initiatives	of	
great	relevance	to	that	campaign.	The	healthcare	system	will	probably	move	
further	towards	a	broken,	American-style,	for-profit	system	under	B.J.	
Speaking	as	an	American,	I	wish	we	had	something	comparable	to	the	NHS	in	
the	States!	So	disheartening	to	see	such	an	important	public	good	getting	
systematically	dismantled	for	profit.	
 


